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FEATURED PROPERTY: LAGUNA BEACH

Lagunita Jewel Sparkles With Amenities

This modern oceanfront home basks in a coveted spot on the sands
of Lagunita, a gated community near the Montage resort. The last
work of renowned Los Angeles architect Stephen Kanner, this home
showcases design along with luxe amenities and creature comforts.
Complete with four bedrooms and en suite bathrooms, the home’s
nearly 6,000-square-foot interior is defined by white Terrazzo flooring

and high ceilings that make it feel all the more spacious. Its floor-toceiling walls of custom-made glass glide open to the outdoors, making
the property’s white water views even more prominent. Walk out to
the home’s exterior grounds of 3,000 square feet and experience an
ocean-view courtyard, outdoor kitchen, mosaic infinity pool with
lawn and a beach gate.

Offering price: $16,995,000
Address: 24 Lagunita, Laguna Beach
Agent info: Meital Taub, First Team Real Estate/Christie’s International Real Estate, 949-922-9552
meitaltaub@gmail.com, www.taubproperties.com

ASK THE EXPERT

What You Don’t Know About Lead
By Larry Gillanders
Your local water company sends
out an annual water quality report.
The report may reveal there are very
low, safe levels of lead in the tap
water. But unbeknownst to most
people, this doesn’t mean their
homes, businesses or local schools
are safe from lead.
While an estimated 63 million
people in the United States may
be exposed to high lead levels in
water, no amount of lead is safe for

consumption. The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
reports that even low levels of lead
can negatively affect IQ, attention
and academic achievement.
Ingesting lead can also cause serious
health problems, including damage
to the brain, central nervous system
and kidneys, and it can even be fatal.
When lead pipes were widely
installed, there weren’t signs
that these types of pipes were
dangerous. For years, lead pipes

have been used to transport fluids
around the world, due to lead’s
ease of extraction and malleability.
However, the prevalence of lead
pipes has left the people in many
countries, including the U.S.,
vulnerable to consuming high levels
of lead on a daily basis without their
knowledge. Lead poisoning from
lead pipes has been a somewhathidden problem until the Flint,
Michigan, crisis pushed the issue
Continued on page 12

LeadSmart® Helps Protect You and Your Clients

Larry Gillanders

A LeadSmart certificate assures sellers and buyers that a property is in compliance with EPA guidelines for lead leaching.

Get Your Property LeadSmart Certified Today!
www.aceduraflo.com/leadsmart ~ 888.775.0220
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into the spotlight.
But it is not just about lead pipes
or lead service lines underground
– the problem is within the walls
of homes and buildings, and it may
even be as obvious as faucets. This
is because there are many different
types of lead contributors that leach
lead into drinking water after the
city’s pipes bring it to the home or
building. Lead contributors come
in many forms and can be located
throughout the plumbing systems
inside homes or buildings. These
possible lead contributors include
lead solder used to join copper
pipes, bronze fittings, brass fittings
and galvanized pipes.
So, what can be done about high
levels of lead in drinking water?
Since damage from lead poisoning
cannot be reversed, we must
prevent lead exposure before it can
occur. There needs to be increased
responsibility on water agencies,
big and small, as well as property
owners. But first and foremost,
there needs to be increased
education about how harmful lead
consumption can occur.
Many people incorrectly believe
that their families are only at risk
when they drink water delivered
from lead pipes or if the local water
agency’s water quality report shows
high lead levels. Again, let me make
it clear that this is false.

The only, true way to really know
how much lead is in your drinking
water is to have your water tested for
lead at the tap.
Unfortunately, these lead
contributors, which make potable
water piping systems unsafe, are
all around us. Buildings completed
before 1950 commonly have lead
service lines (the underground
pipes that bring clean water from
the city main to the building),
buildings constructed before the
1960s often have galvanized steel
potable pipes and from the 1960s
into the 1980s, copper piping
systems were often installed inside
homes and buildings. All of these
types of products just mentioned
carry a potentially high risk of lead
leaching. However, no matter when
a home or office building was built,
there may be lead contributors,
such as fixtures, that can leach high
amounts of lead into the tap water.
For example, a homeowner in
southern California tested his
home’s tap water for high lead levels
in 2017 by using LeadSmart, a lead
testing and remediation program for
potable water systems. A LeadSmart
service technician found that the
homeowner’s kitchen faucet was
leaching dangerously high levels of
lead into his home’s tap water. After
the faucet was replaced, lead levels
were brought down to well below

Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) cutoff levels at 15 ppb.
Currently, there is a concerning
lack of requirements for landlords
and property managers to disclose
existing lead contributors in
piping systems inside homes and
buildings. Until the disclosure of
lead piping, lead contributors and
water quality are all included as part
of the disclosure process (for people
or companies buying or renting
properties), the people using the
home or building will not know if
high lead levels are present, unless
the water is tested. This is why
testing is so critical.
In addition to the need for more
liability, mandatory water testing
needs to also be conducted. The
California Department of Education
has rightfully already begun this
process. As of Jan. 1, 2018, the tap
water in all public, k-12 schools
in California (built before Jan. 1,
2010), will be tested for lead, by July
1, 2019. This is an important first
step in ensuring that our children
are safe from lead poisoning. We can
only assume (and hope) that laws
requiring homes and other types of
buildings to be tested will follow.
Larry Gillanders is the co-founder
of Santa Ana-based ACE DuraFlo,
which restores piping in place using
an epoxy coating.
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Protect Against Harmful Lead Exposure with LeadSmart®
The LeadSmart Lead Protection Plan is a comprehensive solution
for properties facing lead leaching into drinking water

Get Your Property LeadSmart Certified Today!
DETECT

Lead identiﬁcation and testing

REMEDY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
To bring your property into compliance

CERTIFICATION

Once compliant, a LeadSmart Certiﬁcate is issued to conﬁrm lead
levels do not exceed WHO guidelines

INSURED PROTECTION FOR YOU
$1 Million dollars coverage - An industry ﬁrst

www.aceduraflo.com/leadsmart

888.775.0220

